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0 3 . I s s u e s

Public Transport Issues Built Form Issues Public Realm Issues

Access into the site is confusing...

Connectivity through the site is confusing...

Traffic is dominant, and roads are cluttered with cars...

Car parking is dominant, sprawled and congested...

Exisitng infrastructure needs to accomodate for greater patronage and future provision...

The Station has no profile in the surrounding precinct, and its condition is poor...

Poor inter-connectivity  betweeen buses and trains...

Poor public transport infrastructure...

No access through Gregory Street West...

The railway corridor acts as a barrier between uses in the Precinct...

Huge expanses of under-utilised, vacant land...

How is proposed development going to help mend the exisitng urban condition...

Proposed development is in fact exacerbating the poor urban environment...

The Precinct looks industrial and lacks any amenity for pedestrians, passengers or visitors... 

‘Big box’ land uses are dominant and their configurations provide no urban structure...

The Station has a distinct sense of isolation...

The Station environment and surrounds is not a welcoming point of arrival for train users...

All surrounding land uses ‘turn their backs’ on the Station...

Large road expanses make an unfriendly and exposed pedestrian... 

Lack of safe crossing points for pedestrians over main roads into the Precinct...

Poor pedestrian infrastructure – severe lack of pavements, lighting, canopies, furniture and landscaping...

There are no public realm spaces for people ‘to be’...
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0 4 . I n i t i a l  U r b a n  D e s i g n  P r i n c i p l e s

Principle 01.
Create an Integrated 
Transport Hub

Principle 02. 
Achieve a Visually 
Prominent Station

Principle 03.
Improve Integration 
& Connections

Principle 04. 
Reinvent & Activate 
Public Space

Principle 05. 
Develop a Cohesive 
Local Identity

Principle 06. 
Encouraging 
Economic 
Growth and Stability

Principle 07.
Enable Flexible 
Implementation

Principle 08. 
Encourage 
Environmental 
Sustainability

Objective 1.1
Ensure the safe and convenient movement 
of people, interchanging between different 
modes of transport.

Objective 1.2
Create a clear, efficient and legible network 
of systems that function and service 
Wendouree in an integrated and effective 
way; and an environment that supports and 
encourages the predominant use of public 
transport.

Objective 1.3
Ensure development within the Precinct 
recognises and supports the Station’s 
primary purpose as an intermodal transit 
hub for Wendouree and broader Ballarat 
region.

Objective 1.4
Create an environment that supports and 
encourages the predominant use of public 
transport.
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6. Integrated 
Transport Hub

7. Consolidated 
Commuter Facility
High frequency transport routes along Mt Alexander 
Road, Rose Street and Russell Street will ensure 
easy access to adjacent neighbourhoods and the 
Melbourne CBD. An integrated rail/bus transport hub 
on Russell Street will provide a hive of activity that is 
well supported by civic and commercial uses. 

The integration of public transport with public open 
spaces and retail activity will create vibrant destinations 
within the Precinct. In addition, the co-location of 
transport modes and the provision of generous bicycle 
parking spaces will encourage active and public 
transport use. High-quality features such as smart bus 
shelters with information displays, ticket machines and 
other amenities will improve the travel experience and 
encourage public transport use.

To retain amenity for residents, visitors, retailers 
and commuters, the new urban centre will need to 
incorporate multi-level car parking. To help mitigate the 
impact on the public realm, articulated facades will be 
required to provide visual amenity at street level. Car 
parking green walls for instance, will allow for internal 
ventilation while providing shade and supporting urban 
character. In addition, the provision of electric vehicle 
charging points will encourage behaviour change, 
promoting Essendon urban centre as a sustainable 
transport hub.
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Objective 2.1
Establish the visual prominence of the 
Station and give the Station a visible 
presence on Gillies Street North.

Objective 2.2 
Create a new entry and point of access to 
the Station from Gregory Street West. 

Objective 2.3 
Enhance visual links to the Station, through 
the Precinct, and from the Station toward 
key destinations.

Objective 3.1
Create new and enhance existing 
streetscapes, pedestrian links and cycle 
routes to enhance access and activation 
within the Precinct.

Objective 3.2
Create visual links and augment wayfinding, 
to facilitate movement between the precinct 
and key destinations within the Centre.

Objective 3.3
Ensure safe and easy access for public 
transport users, by encouraging safe and 
efficient traffic flow and minimising potential 
conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians 
within the Precinct.

Objective 4.1
Create a destination and sense of arrival – a 
gateway to Wendouree.

Objective 4.2
Create an intensification of uses and 
activities within human scale development.

Objective 4.3 
Improve the appearance and function of 
public spaces and streetscapes, including 
shelter, infrastructure, lighting, safety, 
crossovers and footpath widths.

Objective 5.1
Design a Station Precinct that has a distinct 
and clear presence, and contributes 
positively to the wider area.

Objective 5.2 
Establish continuity in the streetscape, 
public spaces and use of materials 
throughout the Precinct.

Objective 5.3
Develop a greening strategy and develop a 
cohesive landscape of trees and plants that 
provide shade and amenity.

Objective 5.4
Utilise the European and Indigenous history 
of the area where appropriate to reinforce a 
unique sense of place.

Objective 6.1
Promote urban renewal to achieve higher 
density and mixed-use development in the 
Precinct.

Objective 6.2
Develop the Precinct’s role as an important 
aspect of economic sustainability – this 
role could be established through a new 
workforce, business incubation and 
innovation, housing diversity and an 
improved environment linking to key civic 
and cultural destinations.

Objective 6.3 
Create an urban centre and focal point 
for the area, compromising public space 
and community facilities, providing a 
recognisable place for meeting, social 
interaction and civic life (events, gatherings 
and meetings).

Objective 6.4
Existing employment retained where 
feasible, reinforcing a productive and 
industrious urban environment which is 
embraced and distinctive from other areas 
of Ballarat. Existing uses are well-integrated 
with a range of new uses. 

Objective 6.5
Identify parcels of land appropriate, available 
and/or ready for future development 
opportunities.

Objective 7.1
Establish continuity in the public realm 
across all stages of development.

Objective 7.2
Plan for the Precinct to evolve and redevelop 
over time, providing a degree of flexibility to 
adapt to changed market circumstances in 
the future.

Objective 7.3
Allow for flexibility in the Master Plan’s 
staging to accommodate the implementation 
of proposals over time as land and/or 
funding becomes available.

Objective 8.1
Integrate best practice sustainable design 
principles into all stages of design and 
development.

Objective 8.2
Enhance biodiversity across the precinct 
and achieve a minimum 40% tree canopy 
coverage in line with Council’s commitment 
to create an urban forest.

Objective 8.3
Achieve resource and materials efficiency, 
through innovation in design and 
construction and support for adaption and 
re-use of existing buildings where feasible


